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CREATIONS 
     BLUE MOUNTAINS CREATIVE ARTS CENTRE Newsletter  Jan - March 2026 

           WEBSITE: www.bmcac.org.au              FACEBOOK:   bmcac, bmcacsaturdaypotters  &   

              Blue Mountains Printmaking Ink    

          INSTAGRAM: lifedrawing_glenbrook 

 Our ‘Hare Street’ Centre is located on the traditional homeland of the Dharug and Gundungurra people. 
We recognize and pay respect to the traditional custodians of country past, present and emerging. 

 

Susie Summers, Florabella Pass 2, woven tapestry, organic cotton, 63cm x 66cm 

(see Local Exhibition Review on pages 5 & 6) 
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       Get in touch with us !   

  Alison JAMES  President & Workshop Coordinator   0416 957 688       arty_ali@hotmail.com.au 

  Ingrid RUSSELL  Vice President & Arts Director        0423 124 473       bmcac.mail@gmail.com 

  Kathleen ZANARDO Pottery Facilitator     0415 154 746       kathleen.zanardo@gmail.com        

EVENT SCHEDULE 2026 

DATE    EVENT      

Sat. 14 March 2pm AGM 

Thu. 2 April   Term 1 ends, followed  

          by Easter weekend 

Wed. 8 April  Term 2 Enrolment day 

Mon. 27 April  Term 2 starts 

Sat./Sun. 2-3 May Members Exhibition 
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EDITOR’s NOTE  
 

Dear Members, 

Welcome to the delayed, first issue of Creations 

for 2026.  

Please note the Members Exhibition is coming up 

in the first weekend of May. The catalogue for 

registering entries of your work and labels will be 

available in the April edition of Creations. 

The date for our annual general meeting was 

changed and held on Saturday, 14 March at  2pm 

in the main room (Purple Building).  

The AGM reports and the list of new office bear-

ers of our committee will be published in our next 

newsletter. 

I hope you enjoy the exhibition review and the 

poetry corner. 

   Rudi Christen  

         Creations’ Editor 
         rudich7@dodo.com 

‘Bear doing any anagram.’ 
Cartoon by Marshall Smither 

mailto:arty_ali@hotmail.com.au
mailto:bmcac.mail@gmail.com
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Welcome back for another year of classes, workshops and group activities to get our creativity flowing.  

 

Over the holiday break our Hare St Gallery crew were busy with  work to freshen the space, and new artists 

have joined to experience selling their work to the public, a fantastic opportunity provided by the Centre.  

 

The gardens are loving the mix of heat, humidity and then the rainy days with everything growing well. I 

think my favourite this summer is the gorgeous red geranium growing in the white pot.  

 

Our first exhibition is on the weekend before Mother’s Day. It seems early to mention it but we all know 
how time flies when we are having fun. So don’t wait too long to start getting prepared.  
 

Our AGM is coming up on the 14th of March, so if you are keen to get involved and would like to nomi-

nate for a committee position please do so. Remember the committee is here to do our utmost to provide 

our community with the best experience and opportunities that we can, so if you would like to provide 

some input we welcome you to get involved.  

 

Lastly I’d like to say thank you to the committee for having me as the President over the last nine years. I 
am resigning from the position this year but will still be part of the committee in another role. I am so in-

credibly proud of what the committee and I have achieved in my time as president and am looking for-

ward to welcoming a new president and taking on different responsibilities at the Centre.  

 

Happy Creating  

 

Alison James  

 

 

 

                

   PRESIDENT’S  REPORT  Alison James   

              

    OTHER REPORTS  & BUSINESS 

Pottery Facilitator’s report: Kathleen resigned from the position, however she will continue to facilitate 

Monday night drop ins. 

 

Publicity Officer’s report: Beverley reluctantly resigned from committee duties. However, she is willing to 

continue working on publicity from home. 

 

Kiln Room: Alison reported a fire in the kiln room, caused by some combustible material being left on top 

of baby bear which was then turned on, resulting in scorching of timbers behind the kiln and in ceiling 

lining. This was followed be a general discussion re kiln safety and packing responsibility. It was felt there 

was a need to line the wall behind baby bear with cement sheeting to protect the timbers. Also, a revamp 

of kiln policy and procedures was planned. 

 

Drains: The drain outside the storeroom needs clearing as it was flooded, causing damage to bottoms of 

plinths.  

The drain outside the kiln room also requires clearing.  

 

AGM: Nomination forms for office bearers were handed out and filled in by present members who wish 

to renominate.  

A Public Officer is needed to preside over elections. We hope to persuade John McInnes to do so again. 
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Term 1 for 2026 Exploring Printmaking  has commenced on Monday mornings and Thursday night. 

There is a mixture of new students and returning students.  

Interested printmakers can follow regular post and printmaking news on  Facebook Blue Mountains 

Creative Arts Centre. To follow students work go to Blue Mountains Printmaking Ink  

Call out for printmakers in teaching at BMCAC for masterclasses or term classes in 2026 Contact : 

Cheryle email: creativetraveller@icloud.com 

If you are a current member you can arrange print open access times. See 2026 BMCAC timetable for 

the days and times. Please contact Cheryle, Mobile 0407409445 if you would like to book a time 

or to arrange and organise an induction if you have not used the Print Studio before. 

 

PRINTMAKING NEWS 

Cheryle Yin Lo, BMCAC’s Printmaking Tutor and Print Studio Coordinator has been successfully se-
lected for an international artist residency in Peru in June this year with Arquetopia Foundation 

www.arquetopia.org 

Cheryle will also be in a group exhibition: ’Uncertain Sanctuary’ at Royal Botanic Gardens with the 

Sydney Printmakers 4-15 March 2026 . Opening 7 March at 2pm. 

Sydney Printmakers www.sydneyprintmakers.com.au 

BMCAC will be hosting the 2027 Blue Mountains Print Prize from 9-11April 2027  

 

Useful links: ART NEWS 

Braemar Gallery- https://bluemountainsculturalcentre.com.au/braemar-gallery/ 

To keep in touch with upcoming exhibitions Facebook Braemar Gallery  

https://www.facebook.com/Braemargallery/ 

New Cascade Art concept Pop Up Space at 1 Cascade St Katoomba has workshops in 2026. 

22 February 10am-2pm Ink Painting on Chinese paper with Australian artist, David Reid. 

22 March  11am-3pm Jogakbo-traditional Korean handstitching technique workshop and recycled 

textiles to make your own artwork with Taerim Claire Jeon.  

For more information and bookings email:creativetraveller@icloud.com.au 

Congratulations to BMCAC members who successfully secured exhibiting at Braemar Gallery this year. 

For developing your creative or art business www.creativeplusbusiness.com 

For arts news and competitions Arts Hub www.artshub.com.au 

For artists from any artform interested in art residencies in Australia and overseas www.resartis.org 

For Creative Mentoring services www.creativetraveller.com.au or email:creativetraveller.com.au for free 

PDF on 10 Tips for Creativity in Everyday Life or How To Find Your Artistuc Voice. 

RECOMMENDED READING 

From Blue Mountains Library 

Cressida Campbell- National Gallery of Australia on woodblock printing 

The Artist Way - Julia Cameron  

A World of Artist Journal Pages -Dawn Devries Sokol 

PRINTMAKING FACILITATOR’S REPORT     Cheryle Yin-Lo 

https://www.facebook.com/bmcac/about
https://www.facebook.com/bmcac/about
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2164723330497991/
http://www.arquetopia.org
https://bluemountainsculturalcentre.com.au/braemar-gallery/
https://www.facebook.com/Braemargallery/
http://www.creativeplusbusiness.com
http://www.artshub.com.au
http://www.resartis.org
http://www.creativetraveller.com.au
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Local Exhibition Review: Cotton, Clay & Canvas  
by Katrina Bodey & Sheona White 

If you were seeking something quietly uplifting this Valentine’s Day, Braemar Gallery offered a different 
kind of love story—one about friendship, shared creative practice and a love of life, light and place. 

Cotton, Clay & Canvas which opened on Saturday 14 February unites tapestry, ceramic sculpture and paint-

ing in an exhibition by local artists Susie Summers, Katrina Bodey and Anita White. Inspired by their daily 

landscape, the works are rich in colour and texture, with an unexpected shared creative process linking the 

three. 

The trio met through life drawing at the Blue Mountains 

Creative Arts Centre, Glenbrook —a weekly practice to 

sharpen their skill in observation and interpretation of 

gesture, light, and form. It is a space that fosters con-

nection between creative people who might otherwise 

work in isolation, and from which their friendship 

evolved. 

For all three artists, there is also a shared love of the 

Blue Mountains, which is not simply a subject, but a 

daily companion and an ongoing source of inspiration. 

Susie Summers’ tapestries are delicately woven re-
sponses to local bushland, capturing light filtering 

through eucalyptus and colour intensifying across ridge 

lines. Each work is translated patiently from sketchbook 

into thread.  Also featured are several interpretations 

from her life drawings. 

 

Katrina Bodey’s ceramics are inspired by Glenbrook’s Angophora and Eucalyptus trees, celebrating their 
unique human-like forms and the shelter they provide to wildlife. Her vibrant 'drummed drawings' use 

thousands of tiny dots to capture the lively movement and song of  rainbow lorikeets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susie Summers, Blue Gum Swamp, woven tapestry, 
organic cotton and embroidery thread, 65cm x 60cm  

Katrina Bodey,  A Place Called Home,  
handbuilt ceramic sculpture, 23 x 34 x 33cm 

Katrina Bodey,  Morning Call, drawing, 
pigment on cotton, 53.5 x 43.5 cm  
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Anita White’s paintings extend beyond bushland to the human place of lived experience. Views “from my 
window” captures moments of framed observation, representing the places she has sat and watched, ad-
mired, ruminated and even grieved - distilling scenes down to their most meaningful elements. 

 

The exhibition happened from 12 

Feb to 15 March, 2026. A good 

way to visit was to give yourself 

time. Slow down. Look closely. Let 

the work nudge you toward com-

passion—for people, for place, 

and for the natural world that 

holds us. 

 

  

 

Anita White, From Tess’s Window, oil on canvas, 45 x 90 cm  

Anita White, After the party, oil on canvas, 60 x 60 cm  

Braemar Gallery is free 

entry, open Thursday–
Sunday, 10am–4pm,  

at 104 Macquarie Road, 

Springwood. 
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     Poetry Corner 

Henri Matisse, Laurette with a Cup of Coffee, 1916–1917  

It's a still life water color 
Of a now late afternoon 

As the sun shines through the curtained lace 

And shadows wash the room 

And we sit and drink our coffee 

Couched in our indifference 

Like shells upon the shore 

You can hear the ocean roar 
In the dangling conversation 

And the superficial sighs 

The borders of our lives 

 

And you read your Emily Dickinson 

And I my Robert Frost 
And we note our place with bookmarkers 

That measure what we've lost 
Like a poem poorly written 

We are verses out of rhythm 

Couplets out of rhyme 

In syncopated time 

And the dangling conversation 

And the superficial sighs 

Are the borders of our lives 

 

Yes, we speak of things that matter 
With words that must be said 

"Can analysis be worthwhile?" 

"Is the theater really dead?" 

And how the room is softly faded 

And I only kiss your shadow 

I cannot feel your hand 

You're a stranger now unto me 

Lost in the dangling conversation 

And the superficial sighs 

The Dangling Conversation 

       Paul Simon 

      Song by Simon & Garfunkel 

https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
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https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100509/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Its-a-still-life-water-color-of-a-now-late-afternoon-as-the-sun-shines-through-the-curtained-lace-and-shadows-wash-the-room-and-we-sit-and-drink-our-coffee-couched-in-our-indifference-li
https://genius.com/2100541/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-you-read-your-emily-dickinson-and-i-my-robert-frost
https://genius.com/2100541/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-you-read-your-emily-dickinson-and-i-my-robert-frost
https://genius.com/2100563/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-we-note-our-place-with-bookmarkers-that-measure-what-weve-lost-like-a-poem-poorly-written-we-are-verses-out-of-rhythm-couplets-out-of-rhyme
https://genius.com/2100563/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-we-note-our-place-with-bookmarkers-that-measure-what-weve-lost-like-a-poem-poorly-written-we-are-verses-out-of-rhythm-couplets-out-of-rhyme
https://genius.com/2100563/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-we-note-our-place-with-bookmarkers-that-measure-what-weve-lost-like-a-poem-poorly-written-we-are-verses-out-of-rhythm-couplets-out-of-rhyme
https://genius.com/2100563/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-we-note-our-place-with-bookmarkers-that-measure-what-weve-lost-like-a-poem-poorly-written-we-are-verses-out-of-rhythm-couplets-out-of-rhyme
https://genius.com/2100563/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-we-note-our-place-with-bookmarkers-that-measure-what-weve-lost-like-a-poem-poorly-written-we-are-verses-out-of-rhythm-couplets-out-of-rhyme
https://genius.com/10827788/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/In-syncopated-time
https://genius.com/11872629/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-the-dangling-conversation
https://genius.com/19732976/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Superficial-sighs
https://genius.com/2100573/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Yes-we-speak-of-things-that-matter-with-words-that-must-be-said-can-analysis-be-worthwhile-is-the-theater-really-dead
https://genius.com/2100573/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Yes-we-speak-of-things-that-matter-with-words-that-must-be-said-can-analysis-be-worthwhile-is-the-theater-really-dead
https://genius.com/2100573/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Yes-we-speak-of-things-that-matter-with-words-that-must-be-said-can-analysis-be-worthwhile-is-the-theater-really-dead
https://genius.com/2100573/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Yes-we-speak-of-things-that-matter-with-words-that-must-be-said-can-analysis-be-worthwhile-is-the-theater-really-dead
https://genius.com/2100580/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-how-the-room-is-softly-faded-and-i-only-kiss-your-shadow-i-cannot-feel-your-hand-youre-a-stranger-now-unto-me
https://genius.com/2100580/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-how-the-room-is-softly-faded-and-i-only-kiss-your-shadow-i-cannot-feel-your-hand-youre-a-stranger-now-unto-me
https://genius.com/2100580/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-how-the-room-is-softly-faded-and-i-only-kiss-your-shadow-i-cannot-feel-your-hand-youre-a-stranger-now-unto-me
https://genius.com/2100580/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/And-how-the-room-is-softly-faded-and-i-only-kiss-your-shadow-i-cannot-feel-your-hand-youre-a-stranger-now-unto-me
https://genius.com/19733097/Simon-and-garfunkel-the-dangling-conversation/Dangling-conversation
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     WHAT’S  ON ? 

   Workshops,  Galleries, Exhibitions, Prize Entries, Coming Events 
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